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OUR MISSION
Provide military injured 
and their families 
with innovative and 
transformational programs 
that build confidence and 
improve lives.

                 

OUR VISION
To cultivate a nationwide 
community of injured 
veterans and their families 
that provides innovative 
world-class programs, 
rooted in the mountains, 
to strengthen lifelong 
relationships and reinforce 
purposeful lives.
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PRESIDENT/FOUNDER LETTER
Dear Friends,

After an in-depth strategic planning process, I am excited to share that on March 31, 2021, Vail 

Veterans Program (VVP) merged with Semper Fi & America’s Fund to expand much needed 

services for wounded service members and their families. The core programs of VVP will remain 

in Vail allowing our important work to continue in the heart of the Rocky Mountains. 

During the last 18 years, Vail Veterans Program has been providing innovative and 

transformational programs to enhance the lives of wounded service members and their families. 

When I look back I still can’t imagine that what started as a volunteer organization for the first 10 

years out of my home in Vail, would turn into the strong organization that it is today.

We are joining forces from a strong and impactful financial position, Vail Veterans 
Program is proud to be able to make a sizable contribution to Semper Fi & 
America’s Fund to ensure the sustainability of programs in Vail and give veterans 
and their families the support they need and deserve for years to come.

It has been the greatest honor of my life to work with service members and their families. I am 

excited to continue my involvement in this important work by serving on the Advisory Council of 

Semper Fi & America’s Fund.

On behalf of the Vail Veterans Program Board of Directors and staff, thank you for your generous 

contributions and belief in our mission. As we move forward together, our future looks broader 

and brighter. 

To all of our Vail Vets alumni I want to thank you for sharing your time with us, and for your service 

and sacrifice to our country. You will forever be a part of the VVP family and now a part of the 

Semper Fi & America’s Fund family.

You are all my heroes!

– Cheryl Jensen 

   Founder, Vail Veterans Program

BOARD CHAIR LETTER
Dear Supporters,

The newly forged partnership of  Vail Veterans Program with Semper Fi & America’s Fund is 

our most exciting strategic arc since our founder, Cheryl Jensen, set upon a course to provide 

transformative experiences to help heal the wounds of battle in the early years of the program. 

With each iteration, Cheryl has insightfully anticipated evolving areas of greatest need which 

would present challenges for the Program and especially the alumni participants across a 

spectrum of wounded, injured, caregiver and family experiences all focused on transforming lives.

With this new partnership, VVP leverages this critical relationship to the benefit 
of alumni participants from both communities, providing bidirectional access on 
a scale which we have yet to offer to date. 

At the core of this new partnership though, are the values and commitment to our VVP alumni to 

stand beside each of you as we expand the offerings beyond the mountain environment 

once again.

Sincerely, 

– CAPT Jeffrey M. Tomlin

   Vail Veterans Program Board Chair
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WARRIOR SPOTLIGHT
Vail Veterans Program (VVP) invited my family to attend the Summer 2020 program to 

help our family reconnect. The program was canceled due to the pandemic, but that 

didn’t stop VVP from supporting us. A new program they created called, OUR MISSION 

CONTINUES, provided support to our family in reconnecting with each other over the 

summer, as well as over the holidays. At Christmas, VVP launched the Adopt a Hero Family 

program which provided us with warm pajamas, snow gear, and toys for my children. This 

program helped to put a smile on my children’s faces during a very difficult year, not only 

due to COVID, but also having to see their dad recover from yet another surgery. This 

program also helped to provide resources for our kids during the pandemic, especially 

during a time when our children were at home and unable to participate in extracurricular 

activities at school and on base.

OUR MISSION CONTINUES helped to offset food and extra utilities costs with all six of our children being at home. 
Usually, we rely on subsidized childcare, sports, and other programs at our local military installation, however, we 
were shut out of these programs due to them only prioritizing dual active-duty families during the pandemic.

The pandemic hit right when I was recovering from my 17th surgery on my knee. This put an extreme burden on my wife who is my 

caregiver, who then had to care for five of our children in addition to assisting me with my recovery. My physical therapy and other 

crucial treatments were no longer available during the shutdown, and my wife had to juggle many hats at once. VVP helped out in 

such a huge way by having meals delivered to our home, which was instrumental in allowing my wife to care for all of us during this 

unprecedented time. As a wounded veteran, it is often hard for me to accept that I have to rely on my wife so much, and this bit of 

help allowed me to feel like I could make her life a bit easier. Thank you to all those who support VVP, you are truly making a difference 

in veterans’ lives.

– Ross Blain, E9 Mastery Gunnery Sgt. (Ret)



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
For the past 10 years, I’ve had the distinct privilege of serving 

as a volunteer photographer for Vail Veterans Program.

I’ve been able to witness, first-hand, how the 
VVP leadership and supporting team significantly 
impacts the lives of veterans and their families, 
caregivers and friends.

When they first arrive, I sense their excitement coupled with 

apprehension; however, by the end of the week, they are 

filled with a renewed sense of confidence and courage having 

tackled the unique opportunities the mountains offer.

As a retired veteran myself, I appreciate the opportunity to 

listen to their stories and encourage them along the way. In 

my photography role, I’m truly honored to capture and record 

the incredible memories they create as honored guests of 

the VVP program, which is my heart’s passion as a volunteer. 

Whether you personally touch VVP through your time, talents, 

or treasures, it’s an honor to serve alongside you in supporting 

our nation’s veterans and families who have sacrificed dearly 

for the cherished freedoms we enjoy.

– Colonel Wesley Cockman, USAFR (Ret)
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VOLUNTEERS THROUGH THE YEARS
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THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR VOLUNTEERS WHO HAVE SUPPORTED OUR NATION’S HEROES SINCE 2004
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2020 PROGRAMS
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228
TOTAL EXPERIENCES
PROVIDED

816
TOTAL VETERANS, 
FAMILY MEMBERS 
& CAREGIVERS SERVED

HEALING THE FEW –TO STRENGTHEN THE MANY

100% 
OF WOUNDED VETERANS 
AND FAMILY MEMBERS 
ACHIEVED THEIR PERSONAL 
GOALS WHICH INCLUDED 
RECONNECTING WITH FAMILY, 
PHYSICAL REHABILITATION, 
EMOTIONAL HEALING, 
A STRESS-FREE & FUN 
EXPERIENCE, CONNECTING 
WITH OTHER VETERANS AND 
MILITARY FAMILIES, AND 
MENTORSHIP OF PEERS

RESILIENCE FOR 
LIFE & MILITARY 

CAREGIVER 
PROGRAMS

WINTER
THERAPEUTIC 

OUTDOOR 
PROGRAMS

FAMILY 
SUPPORT 

PROGRAMS

FITNESS
CHALLENGE
PROGRAMS

VIRTUAL
PROGRAMMING

SUMMER
FAMILY PROGRAM

OUR MISSION 
CONTINUES 



FAMILIES 
RECONNECT
AND BUILD 
LIFELONG
MEMORIES

WINTER FAMILY PROGRAM 
January 26 – 31, 2020 

WINTER MOUNTAIN ADVENTURE
March 1 – 6, 2020

Wounded veterans and their families are invited to experience the 

unique healing powers of the therapeutic Rocky Mountains.

The landscape from the top of Vail Mountain is 
representative of the peaks and valleys that veterans 
and military families face as they navigate a grievous 
service related injury.

Veterans are offered a breath of fresh air as they gain confidence 

and independence through adaptive skiing and snowboarding with 

private professional instruction. Families reconnect and build lifelong 

memories through group lessons, meals, and evening activities. On the 

slopes, veterans restore hope by conquering physical and emotional 

challenges, empowering them to achieve anything, despite their injury. 
143 Total Participants

WINTER THERAPEUTIC OUTDOOR PROGRAMS

OF PARTICIPANTS 
REPORT HAVING 
A MORE POSITIVE 
OUTLOOK ON LIFE 

98%

“ Vail Veterans Program helped 
lift our spirits and allow us to 
breathe again.” 

   – Ross Blain, E9 Mastery Gunnery Sgt. (Ret)
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BLACK MOUNTAIN RANCH 
June 14 – 21, 2020 
August 16 – 23, 2020

Physical, mental, and emotional wounds of war impact the entire 

family of a wounded veteran.

In partnership with Black Mountain Colorado Dude Ranch, 
our Family Support Programs provide an authentic western 
experience that allows military families to continue 
their healing journey together in a safe and comfortable 
environment.

Alumni families are invited to Colorado to enjoy a week at the ranch, 

unplugged from the daily challenges they face at home, allowing 

time for reconnection and the building of lifelong memories through 

horseback riding, whitewater rafting, a wilderness pack trip, and 

peaceful evenings around the campfire. 

FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS

64 Total Participants

OF PARTICIPANTS REPORT 
HAVING INCREASED 
CONFIDENCE AFTER 
ATTENDING VVP 

98%

“ Vail Veterans Program  
supports our whole family 
individually and together.”

   – Myra Blanchard, Caregiver to
      Wounded Veteran

FAMILIES 
CONTINUE 
THE HEALING 
JOURNEY
TOGETHER
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With the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the resulting cancellation of 

in-person programming, we recognized it was imperative to find innovative 

ways to support our military families as they navigated the challenges 

associated with these unprecedented times.

In response, we launched the OUR MISSION CONTINUES grant 
award program, offering critical fiscal support to military families 
from across the nation.

Categories include: Emergency Financial Assistance, Family Experiences, 

Military Caregiver Support, Health & Wellness Resources, Mental Health 

Support, Educational Resources, and Pay It Forward Opportunities. Most grant 

awards have provided support for housing, utilities, food security, wellness, 

and mental health. 117 Total Participants

“ Vail Veterans Program 
helped us persevere in 
these trying times.“

  – Christie Herrera, Caregiver to
     Wounded Veteran

OF PARTICIPANTS 
REPORT HAVING 
STRONG COPING 
MECHANISMS TO FACE 
CHALLENGES INTO 
THE FUTURE

96%

$225,232
TOTAL AMOUNT 

AWARDED

COVID-19 RESPONSE – SIX NEW PROGRAMS CREATED
OUR MISSION CONTINUES

15
Military Caregiver 

Support 

15
Family

Experiences

58
Emergency 

Financial Assistance

8
Educational

Opportunities

15
Health 

& Wellness

6
Pay It Forward



Based on requests from military families as a result of the COVID-19 

pandemic, as well as a desire to continue learning after returning home 

from a VVP event, we launched virtual programming for over 900 alumni 

veterans and their families.

We have partnered with professionals in nutrition, mental health, 
and financial services, as well as fitness instructors, chefs, and 
meditation gurus.

Through virtual programming, we provide weekly newsletters with relevant 

content and resources to our entire alumni database, as well as offer monthly 

Zoom seminars on topics including health, nutrition, and financial wellness, 

with a live Q&A. 

OF PARTICIPANTS SET 
NEW GOALS FOR THE 
FUTURE

84%

“ Because of VVP, during 
this pandemic, we felt we 
weren’t alone”.

 – Gilbert Builtron, U.S. Navy Petty Officer 
Third Class (Ret)

233 Virtual Programs
Participants

65 Resilience for Life & 
Caregiver Support 
Participants
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VIRTUAL PROGRAMS & FITNESS CHALLENGE PROGRAMS

MILITARY CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT

Military caregivers required support 
in 2020, more than ever before. With 
lock-downs in place, and many families 
transitioning to online schooling, 
the daily responsibilities of military 
caregivers became even more strenuous. 
In response, we created virtual Zoom 
sessions for caregivers focused on 
nutrition, wellness, as well as financial 
literacy and budgeting. Participants had 
the opportunity to connect virtually with 
others confronting similar challenges and 
received individualized support from our 
professional partners. Caregivers who had 
planned to attend an in-person Military 
Caregiver Retreat in 2020 were mailed 
wellness packages to encourage them 
to invest time in their mental health and 
wellbeing, while at home. 

VIRTUAL FITNESS 
CHALLENGES

Many of our alumni reported having 
difficulty motivating themselves 
to remain active as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We responded to 
this feedback by developing our Virtual 
Fitness Challenge for Veterans and 
Military Caregivers. Utilizing a specialized 
movement tracking online application, we 
assigned participants to randomized teams 
and provided them with daily movement 
goals. Teams communicated through 
the application and worked together to 
achieve their team goals. Participants 
were provided with incentives for their 
hard work and dedication. Powerful, 
positive program outcomes demonstrated 
a need to continue offering Fitness 
Challenges for both veterans and military 
caregivers into the future. 

RESILIENCE 
FOR LIFE

In partnership with the Johnson & 
Johnson Human Performance Institute, 
veterans and military caregivers were 
given a unique opportunity to participate 
virtually in one of two Resilience for Life 
training programs. Each program consisted 
of three 90-minute interactive group 
sessions. Performance coaches helped 
participants focus on unique methods for 
stress management, including reframing 
the discomfort of stress to leverage 
personal growth, performance, and 
wellness. By confronting stress head-on, 
wounded veterans and caregivers gained 
tools to positively address the daily 
challenges associated with transitioning 
out of the military and adjusting to their 
“new normal.”
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The pandemic caused many disruptions for military families, including the 
cancellation of many significant life events.

To recognize the hard work and dedication of our alumni 2020 high school and college 

graduates, our military teens were given a choice between an Apple iPad and Microsoft Surface 

Pro. These gifts not only helped the graduates to celebrate their incredible accomplishments, 

but also will assist them in attaining their future educational goals. 

Our team also continued to acknowledge alumni birthdays with personalized birthday 

messages, allowing us to remain connected with our military families after program culmination.

HONORING GRADUATES – CELEBRATING LIFE’S BIG MOMENTS LONG AND 
SHORT–TERM 
PROGRAM 
IMPACTS

Short-term goal achievement 
during program: 

· Reconnect with Family

· Enjoy a Stress-Free and Fun 
Experience

· Connect with Other Veterans

· Connect with Other Military 
Families

· Emotional Healing 

· Improving Recreational Skills

Long-term goal achievement 
evaluated after program 
culmination:

· Increased Self-Confidence

· Improved Outlook on Life

· Development and 
Implementation of Stronger 
Coping Mechanisms

· Community of Mutual Support 

· Continue to Set New Goals 
for the Future
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FINANCIALS

Full financial reports are available online at vailveteransprogram.org/fiscal-transparency 

TOTAL INCOME  $1,507,000

DONATIONS $1,191,000 79%

IN KIND DONATIONS $316,000 21%

TOTAL EXPENSES  $1,502,000

PROGRAMS $1,144,000 76%

FUNDRAISING $111,000 7%

ADMINISTRATION $247,000 17%

EXPENSES

INCOME

HEALING

VAIL VETERANS
 P R O G R A M  TOGETHER



$10,000 – $24,999
Alpine Bank

Borgen Family Foundation

Arlo & Bob Casper

Nancy & Gary Chartrand

Colorado State Society, N.S.C.A.R.

Molly and Dean Cottrill Family Foundation Fund

Angela & Peter Dal Pezzo

Thomas Delaney 

Front Range Energy LLC

Donna Giordano

Suzanne & Larry Graveel

Thomas Grojean

Growth Energy

Elizabeth & Robert Healy

Cynthia & Dan Helle

Suzi Hill & Eric Noreen

Alexia & Jerry Jurschak

Barbara & Timothy Kelley

Joyce & Jeff Luker

Jennifer & Philip Maritz

May Foundation

PeyBack Foundation

The Precourt Foundation

Paul and June Rossetti Family Fund

Rumsfeld Foundation

Sue & Mike Rushmore

Ann Smead & Michael Byram

Mary & Warren Staley

Town of Vail

Vail Marriott Mountain Resort

Vail Spa Condominiums

Vail Valley Surgery Center

Betsy & George Wiegers

William G. McGowan Charitable Fund, Inc.

Christopher B. White

$5,000 – $9,999
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Janet & William Adler

Patrick Beach
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Jessica & Jamey Burchfield

Liz Cronin

Suzy & Jim Donohue

The Gumbo Foundation

Adele & Roy Igersheim

Shelby & Scott Key

KinderLift

Susan & James Liken

Lion Square Lodge

Dr. David Maloley

McMahen & Associates

Olivia & Rod Miller

Diane Pitt & Mitchell Karlin

The Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

Slifer Smith & Frampton Foundation

Vail’s Mountain Haus at the Covered Bridge

Barbara & Kyle Vann

Deborah Wittman & Rik Heid
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2020 DONORS
$100,000 +
Frechette Family Foundation

Elizabeth & Michael Galvin

Vail Resorts EpicPromise

Wounded Warrior Project

$50,000 – $99,999
Safeway Foundation

$25,000 – $49,999
Paul Galvin Memorial Foundation

Military Warriors Support Foundation
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U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs

Anonymous (2)

10th Mountain 
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Marissa & Brian Canida
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  Philanthropic Fund
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Kathy Dinkel

Barbara & Andrew Dobrot

East West Hospitality

Margaret & David Eickholt
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Judith & Craig Fecel

Paula & Gerald Friesen

Philip D Frisk

David Galvin

Game Creek Club Members

Garfield & Hecht, P.C.

Barb Garrett & Halsted Morris
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Michael Gilligan

The Goddard Foundation

Alexander Goehring

Christina & Kenneth Good

Patty & Jeffrey Goodwin

Joan & Barry Gordon

Becka & Stuart Green

Maureen & Willliam Grojean

Dawn Halfaker & Nancy Herman

Pat Hammon

Patti & Gordon Hardenbergh

Jane & Ray Heller

Lauri & Chuck Herzog
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Rebecca & Roy Hillenburg

Margot & Stephen Holland

Holman Family Foundation

Laureen Hopkins & Joe Menendez

Pamela & John Horan-Kates

Louise & Philip Hoversten

Victoria & Steven Jacobson

Jonelle Johnson

Johnson & Johnson - Employee 
  Engagement Program

Iva Ann & Jim King

Kathleen Knapp & Steven Wodlinger

Wrennie & Gary Knust

Linda & Mark Kogod

Barbara Krichbaum & Kent Erickson
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Eleanor & Bradley Langston

Laine & Merv Lapin

Janet & Peter Lebovitz

Debbie & Marc Levy

Elaine & Jeffrey Lovell

Jeana & Joe Lucas

Gail & Joseph Mahoney

Manes Family Foundation

Manor Vail Lodge

Mary Kay

Alison & Tim McAdam

Cyndy McAdam

Margy & Mike McCormick

Linda & Mac McDonald

Shirley & William McIntyre

Brian McNeill

Sherri Meaux

Peg & Ag Meek

Lynn Myers & Irving Stein

Novozymes

Anita & John O’Connell Family

Mary Beth & Charles O’Reilly

Park Hyatt Beaver Creek

Donna & Barry Parker

Karen & Marcus Peperzak

Pam & Ben Peternell

Sissel & Richard Pomboy

Mary Pownall

Donna & Michael Preston

Nancy & Donald Remey

Shannon Richkowski

Deborah & Kenneth Rodenburg

Ruggs Benedict

Steve Rust

Lisa & Chip Ruth

S & H Nuechterlein Giving Fund

David Sargent

Lisa & Kenneth Schanzer

Amy & John Schumacher

Marilyn & David Scott

Janet & Randy Seidl

Seirus Innovation

Susan & Carlos Sepulveda

Beth & William Simon

Mary Jane Sloat

Nancy E. Smith

Lauren & Chad Snee

Sonnenalp Hotel

Steep Motion

Marjorie & John Tedesco

Nancy & Jon Tellor

Eileen & Jeffrey Tomlin

Vail Mountain Coffee & Tea

Vail Mountain Lodge

Vail Valley Foundation

Jackie & Norman Waite

Wayne Waldon

Carole Warren

Mary & Paul Webster

Lori & Steven Wellins

Wild Bill’s Emporium

The Winmax Foundation

Betsy & Bud Wright

Zorich Family Foundation
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Alan-Bradley Windows & Doors, Inc.

Pam & Bob Barker

Lucia & Edgar Barrera

Margo & Roger Behler

Frank & Andrea Bigelow

BLKDG

Ron & Lisa Brill Charitable Trust

Cathleen & David Bullen

Diane Canepa & Paul Olson

Cheesman Family

Elizabeth, Wes & Samuel Cockman

Beverly Cole

Colorado Gives

Kyle Cook

Trevor Crandall

Brenda & Thomas Curnin

Margie & Robert Dugan

Casey & Jerel Ellington

Pam & Ernest Elsner

Cookie & Jim Flaum

Judith & Garrett Fonda

The GoodCoin Foundation

Cynthia & Ben Gordon

Great Divide Construction

Beth Grossman & Richard Bobrow

Roberta & Gene Hagerman

Patricia & W K Hillgren

Susie & Wes Horner

Chelsea & Tyler Ideker

Barbara & Paul Jenkel

Jackie & Tim Johannsen

Claudia & Bruce Kiely

Marlene & Benjamin Krell

Abbey Krienke

Sanford Lax

Irmgard & Charles Lipcon

Joni & Bill Maxwell

Mary Jane & Stephen McEachron

Brenda & Joe McHugh

Linda McKinney

Patricia McNamee

Paula & Jeffrey Miller

Sarah & Peter Millett

Morton Family Foundation

Robert Navratil

Margaret Nelson & David Krischner

Wendy & Skip Nichamin

Mark Novak

Linda & Raymond Odierno

Robert Oehlers

Geraldine & Dr. Ed Palmer

Annette Phan & Jim Grundtisch

Yvonne Pollack

Sheila & Clarence Prado

Howard Rothenberg

Kim & Dave Rozelle

Julie Rust

Peter Schanzer

Anita Shorosky

Cassie & Wesley Sinor

Laurene & Barry Small

Starboard Electric

Elizabeth Stern

Storck Family Gift Fund

Stupp Bros. Bridge & Iron Co. 
  Foundation

Patti & Cliff Thompson

Betsy & Rob Tod

Jill & Tom Trotter

Vail Valley Cares

Raelene & Andre Wilkie

Kay & James Williams

Janet & Dexter Zaring

Anonymous (6)

Absolute Energy

Sandi & Larry Agneberg

Marilyn & Jon Aliber

Amazon Smile

Sheila & James Amend

Doru Anghel

Susan Armijo & Roger Miller 

Louise Armstrong

Gerry Arnold

Heike Arrowood

Robert “Bob” Bahr

Elise Barish

Brenda & Eric Barr

Bauer Home Improvement, LLC

Barbara Behrendt

Michael Beltracchi

Benevity Fund

Gussie Beuck Ross

Martha & William Bevan

Tonia Bock

Marie Booren

Cheryl Boyd

Pamela Brandmeyer

Lita & Greg Bray

Catriona & Michael Burns

Gretchen & Leonard Busse

Paul Carlson

Harriet Carroll

Ilga Celmins & Kent Kitchel

Jaimie & Scott Cielewich

Doreen & Jeffrey Clevenger

Matt Coleman

Pat Coles-Chalmers

Colorado Snowsports Museum

Comerford/State Farm Insurance

Steve E Conlin

Laura Copeland

Peter Daly

Darlene Daugherty

Angela Daulton

Amy Davel

Spencer Denison & Kara Horner

Sheila Dennis

Doris Dewton

Gail & Carl Dietz

Connie & Amy Dorsey

Catherine Downes

Dr. Carrie Elk

Eye Pieces of Vail

Mark Fenstermacher

Laurie & Warren Florkiewicz

E. Ramsey Flower

Judy & Bill Franke

Ben Freakly

Peter French

$500 – $999

$100 – $499
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Vicki & Rusty French
Mikki & Morris Futernick
Lauren Gary
GE Foundation
Holly & Ben Gill
Marshall Gordon
Mary Griesdieck & Jac Sperling
Karen & Todd Grubin
Joe Guzik
Janet Hanson
Dwight Henninger
Leslie Hoffman
Suzanne Hoffman-LeBlank 
  & Dan Hoffman
Home Chefs of Vail 
Jill & Loyal Huddleston
Paula Imhoff & Luis Uribe
Twila & Michael Jenkins
Cheryl & Bill Jensen
Sarah Johnson
Suey-Ju Kao
Stephen Katz
Benn Kayne
Joanne Khoury
Becky & Mike Kieler
Candi & George Knox
Diane Konz
Diane Kovalik & Scott Raub
Shari & Jeff Kvam
KZYR - The Zephyr
Winnie & Joshua Laban
Lizette & George Lamb
Robert Landis
Bettan Laughlin
Terri & Joe LeBeau
Cindy & Brian Lefebvre

Steven Leonard
Tamara & Glenn Lester
Leslie & Jonathan Levy
Courtney & Tom Lippencott
Linda & Robert Llewellyn
Shanyn Maddox
Roslyn & Craig Mangone
Shashank Maragiri
Dan Martin
Jennifer Mason
Trudy & Robert Matarese
Barbara Ann & William Mayfield
John McDonald & Rob Wright
Janifer & David McDougall
Heather & JP McInerny
Kathleen McKeeta
Christopher McLaren
Burt Merical
Andrea Miller
Minturn Seniors Citizens 
Mountaineers
Carol & Vincent Mitchell
Moffet Consulting
Tom Moorhead
Eric Mork
Sheila Mossman
Jane & Jim Mott
Ginger M. Myers
Jean Naumann
Peggy Nicholls
George Nimmo
Don P Odom
Jan & John Oltman
Christine Oppy
LTC Edward Owen
Beth Pando

Brendan Pederson
Sue & Larry Pederson
Carey & Shane Picklesimer
Ruth & Tom Powers
Terri & John Reichert
Neal Reinig
Celeste & Keith Reisinger
Brenda Reyes
The Reynolds Family
The Right Stuff
Joshua Robertson
Karen & Roland Robertson
Katherine Roddy
Cynthia & Tony Ryerson
Jan & Rick Sackbauer
Gerald Salani
Lyn & Mark Sattler
Gwen & Rick Scalpello
Terese Schlachter
Doug Schwartz
Richard & Vicki Schwartz Fund at 
  the Rochester Area Community 
  Foundation
Ann & Rich Selph
Shaeffer Hyde Construction
Bernard Shavitz
Caroline Sheahan
Jean Shearon
Dawn Shepard & Randy Gold
Bonita & Buddy Sims
Scott Skelton
Mrs. Patricia M. Smith
Saundra Spaeh
Gay & Richard Steadman
Steadman Philippon Research 
  Institute 
Marilyn & James Steane

Sharon & Bill Stenson
Diana & Josh Stepanek
Sally & James Stephens
Mary & Sherwood Stockwell
Dianne & Richard Stovall
Debra & David Stull
Susan & Steven Suggs
Ed Swinford
SYNC Performance
Pam Tamas
Eileen & Skip Thurnauer
Sheila Tomlin
Kevin Torres
Lisa & Howard Tuthill
Carroll Tyler
Vail Brewing Company
Vail Professional Firefighters 
  Association
Vilar Performing Arts Center
Scott Warner
Pam & Peter Warren
Jennifer & Rick Wasserman
Carole Watters
Connie & William Welch
Barbara & Richard Wenninger
Patty White
Joan Whittenberg
Gary Wicklund
Vali & Willy Wilcox
Karen & Robert Wilhelm
E William Wilto
Courtney Winninger
Brian Woodell
Dr. Thomas & Mrs. Leewood Woodell
Valinda & Steve Yarberry
Jane & David Yarian

$100 – $499



Anonymous (4)

Becca Aliber

Steve Amerine

Danielle Anderson

Dovie & Chuck Armstrong

Christopher Banas

Virginia & Richard Bennett

Linda & Jack Bowes 

Melinda Brandt

Julie Browman

Sophia Byers

Cengage Learning

Holiday M. Cole

Yvonne Colton

Kathleen & David Cope

Anne & Bill Cuny

Gail Day

Deena M. DiCorpo

Patti & Ross Dixon

Carrie Dodson

Deb & Drex Douglas

Debbie Ecksten

Renee & Jeffrey Epstein

Susan Estes

Mike Ewing

Kelly Faltis

Alex Fogle

Terry & John Forester

Maggie C. Fryer

Lawrence Gable

Shreyansh Gaur

Geneva Greene

Angela Guzman

Erin Hall

Alona Danielle Harper

Monica Heitman

Patti Held

Sarah Heredia

Susan Hewitt

Jennifer Hinkhouse

Mark Hintz

Kathryn Hughes

Jade & Lenny Irwin

Lynee Jackson

Ellen Javernick

Julie & Gary West 
  Vail Liquor & KZYR/KKVM

Alyne Kaplan

Jon Kedrowski

Kevin Kieler

Ryan King

Danielle Kinney

Gerald Konz

Lisa Krasinski

John Langford

Andrew Lawrence

Karen Lupis

Erin Maloney

Jesse Mangnall

Laura Marino

Karen & Everette Marsteller

Erika Martin

Michael McIver

Jessica Millman

Dawn Mullin

Carol Myers

Jacobi Nabors

Wayne Pauly

Josephine Puckett

James Quesenberry

Kellie Ritenour

Vanessa Roach

Christie Roberts

Joe Robinson

Shari Rodeen

Derek Rogers

Kelli & Creston Rohrig

Saul Rosa

Nicole Roundy

Leah Ryan

Wendy Sapuntzoff

Katie Sargent

Rebecca Schamis

Barbara Schotzko

Julie & Saul Schwarz

Barbara & Clark Shivley

Brittony Sibilio

Lynne & Mark Siefert

Ron Sorrells

Mikayla Springer

Pamela Stenmark

Curtis Sydnor

Fiona Tomlin

Sheila Tortorigi

Kimberly & John Ulery

Malissa & David Underwood

Vail Mountain School Philanthropy 
  Service Group

Vilar Performing Arts Center

Melissa Webster

Sheila Whitman

Donna & William Witham

Linda & Dean Wolz 

Allison Wright

Yeti’s Grind

Heather Zaimes

Steve Zemke

Pamela C. Zickafoose
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UP TO $99

*Denotes Deceased

The donor list represents contributions made between January 1, 2020 - December 31, 2020. We have carefully reviewed the 
names listed. However, if you find an error or omission, please email info@vailveteransprogram.org or call 970.476.4906.
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LEADERSHIP TEAM

  "Thank you to our leadership team for 
their valued input through the years, 
because of their efforts VVP will live 
in the hearts of our nation’s heroes 
for years to come." 

– Cheryl Jensen

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CAPT Jeffrey M. Tomlin 
Board Chair

CPT Dawn Halfaker (Ret) 
Vice Chairman

Michael Brown  
Treasurer

CPT Wayne Waldon (Ret) 
Secretary

Mike Carey, Director

Michael Galvin, Director

William Jensen, Director

LTC David Rozelle, Director

STAFF

Cheryl Jensen 
President/Founder

Nanci Northway 
Chief Financial Officer

Becca Aliber 
Director of Programs & Development

Sarah Heredia 
Development and Operations Manager

AMBASSADORS

SOCM Harry Bologna (Ret)
SSG Zach Collett (Ret)
Melissa Doyle
SSGT Neil Duncan (Ret)
SGT Chris Fesmire (Ret)
COL Gregory D. Gadson (Ret)
CPL Jason Hallett (Ret)
SPC Humberto “Carlos” Hernandez (Ret)
CPT Clayton Hinchman (Ret)
SSGT Tim “TJ” Johannsen (Ret)
Candace Laguna
SSGT Justin Lynn (Ret)
LSSN Casey Sparks
SSGT Aaron Craig Taylor (Ret)
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Dear Friends and Family of Vail Veterans Program,

It is a joy to be writing to you all and express our excitement and anticipation of 

including the Vail Veteran military heroes and their families into our Semper Fi & 

America’s Fund circle of support.

We have known this program since it’s inception and have deeply 
valued Cheryl and her team’s love and passion for this very special 
community. Many have already been assisted by the Semper Fi & 
America’s Fund so this feels like just a natural effort of evolution 
for our entire team.

Please, if you have any questions about our hearts and efforts, visit: thefund.org. 

Here is a scan of our Semper Fi & America’s Fund Winter Newsletter 2020 and 

compilation of our outreach over the last three months – 2020 Double Down 4 

Vets Media Highlights.

On behalf of our Board of Directors and Team we want you all to know how 

much we are looking forward to meeting you all in Vail and continuing this 

critical mission that Cheryl began back in 2004.

With warmest regards, 

– Karen Guenther 

   Founder/CEO/President Semper Fi & America’s Fund

SEMPER FI & AMERICA’S FUND ‒ FOUNDER/CEO/PRESIDENT LETTER

STRONGER TOGETHER
28

2021 PROGRAM CALENDAR

Vail Veterans Promgram and Semper Fi & America’s Fund are joining forces to expand our programming and 
deepen our impact to better serve the evolving needs of wounded service members and their families.

VVP PROGRAMS

January
 10 – 15 Winter Family Program
 31 – 2/5 Winter Family Program

February
 28 – 3/4 Winter Family Program 
 7 – 12 Winter Family Program

March
 7 – 12 Winter Family Program
  (All Winter Family Programs are 
  Individual Families)

June
 13 – 20 Black Mountain Ranch
 15 – 22 Red Box Legacy Program

August
 15 – 22 Black Mountain Ranch

SEMPER FI & AMERICA’S FUND – VAIL PROGRAMS

July
 18 – 23 Summer Family Program

August
 23 – 27  Golf In The Rockies

September
 15 – 19  Military Caregiver Retreat
 22 – 25  Military Caregiver Reunion

https://semperfifund.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/SF_AF-Winter-Newsletter-2020.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjZmPrxee9w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjZmPrxee9w


HONORING OUR NATION’S HEROES SINCE 2004


