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FALCON’S PERCH

REGION
Colorado River’s Upper Basin 
states say ‘no way’ to cuts 
proposed by Lower Basin 
states. SEE PAGE A4.

LOCAL
Eagle Valley High School’s 
2024 Wish Week rallies around 
4-year-old Silverthorne girl 
with cystic fibrosis. FOR THE 
FULL STORY, SEE PAGE A2.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
Vail and Carbondale athletes 
team up to win skimo team 
national title. SEE PAGE A28.

Helping heroes heal
The Vail Veterans Program rings in 20 years as it welcomes 22 injured service 
members and their families to experience the power of the mountains.  A3

Ski with an Olympian, cele-
brate Vail’s history and meet 
celebrity bartenders this week-
end in Vail — Tricia’s Weekend 
Picks. SEE PAGE A20.

A prairie falcon, photographed last week along the Colorado River Road.
TRACI O’CONNOR/FOR THE VAIL DAILY

WEATHER

Mia Giatras
Stone Creek Charter School
Cloudy
High 34; Low 10 — Weather A26

VAIL’S MOST EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES...
970-476-1987VIEW VIDEOS

*VBR MLS 1.1.23-12.31.23
**Company Closing Software

CATHERINE JONES COBURN
970.390.1706
CJones@Slifer.net
VisitTheVailValley.com

$136,839,750
2023 SALES VOLUME*

5013 SNOWSHOE LANE N
East Vail

5-bed | 7-bath
4,520 sq ft
$7,495,000

LEARN MORE

#1
SLIFER SMITH
& FRAMPTON
REAL ESTATE
BROKER 2023**

& IN THE VAIL VALLEY
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The Vail Valley-based nonprofit 
Vail Veterans Program celebrated 
a 20-year milestone this week as 
it welcomed 22 injured military 
service members along with their 
guests and staff from Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center 
in Bethesda, Maryland, and Brooke 
Army Medical Army/Center for the 
Intrepid in San Antonio, Texas. 

Since 2004, the Vail Veterans 
Program has provided life-chang-
ing events at no cost for over 
4,700 wounded service members 
and their families, delivering over 
12,000 program days and posi-
tively impacting the lives of our 
nation’s heroes.

The Vail Veterans Program 
was started by Cheryl Jensen in 

the spring of 2004. A few chance 
meetings in Washington, D.C., 
and Vail spurred the idea to bring 
wounded veterans out to the 
slopes to help them heal.

“Two decades ago, this journey 
began as a humble vision, a be-
lief that nature and skiing could 
transform the lives of our nation’s 
heroes,” Jensen said. She had 
heard about Walter Reed Nation-
al Military Medical Center while 
on a trip to Washington, D.C., for 
another nonprofit she led. 

In 2003, just months after the 
war in Iraq started, Jensen met 
then-Army Captain David Rozelle 
while he was speaking at a con-
ference in Vail. Rozelle had lost 
his leg while serving in Iraq and 
Jensen shared her idea to bring 
wounded service members to Vail 
to learn adaptive skiing. Together, 
they secured funding and Rozelle 
provided the introduction to 
patients at Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center, resulting 
in seven wounded veterans com-
ing to Vail and learning to ski.

“I’m in a little shock that it is our 

Vail Veterans Program celebrates 20 years

Tricia Swenson  
tswenson@vaildaily.com

Nonprofit has provided 
life-changing events 
for over 4,700 wounded 
service members and 
their families

The Vail Veterans Program was designed to bring military injured and their families to take part in transfor-
mative programs in the Rocky Mountains. 
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(970) 949-1423 • Reserve on OpenTable

Thanks to the reviewers of Open Table
We are now rated #1

In the Vail Valley for Dinner!
We are very proud of our OpenTable reviews.
Check them out and join us for dinner!

Pulled Pork/
Fries/Soda

$14.95
Monday – Friday

11 - 3
Dine-in Only

474 Main Street
970.827.9027
kirbycosmos.com

LIVE MUSIC
Scotty Kabel

6-9 PM

Located within The Sebastian – Vail | 16 Vail Road

For reservations, please call 970.477.8060 or book online at thebloomspavail.com

Indulge in post-mountain restoration.

FACIALS | BODY TREATMENTS | NAILS

WELLNESS RECOVERY SUITE | MASSAGE

970-328-8413

Serving Eagle, Summit
and Lake County

Call
Today!

SAVE A TRIP
TO DENVER

Recalibration services
now available in shop!

Get your windshield
replaced and your

Advanced Driver Assisted
Systems recalibrated at

the same time!

Is Your Family
Protected?
Life Insurance could be
the most important policy
you will ever purchase.

AVON, CO | 970.845.8910 | fromaninsurance.com

Contact our office in Avon to
review your options!
Froman Insurance Agency

Your Local Farmer’s Agent

970.926.2121
f i es tasca fé .com

EDWARDS PLAZA
BETWEEN

170 & HWY 6

NEW MEXICAN CAFÉ
SINCE 1989

Fish TacosFish Tacos

Fresh , Authent ic & De l ic ious !

TAKEOUT/CURBSIDE
SERVICE AVAILABLE

Grilled Fish piled on soft corn tortillas,
topped with shredded cabbage, pico de gallo

and fresh avocado.

Served da i ly, On sa le on Fr idays!Ser ved da i ly, On sa le on Fr idays!

Sun-Wed 10:30am-9pm
Thurs-Sat 10:30am-10pm1-70



20th year of serving veterans because 
I have personally measured it more 
on the number of veterans and family 
members that we served,” Rozelle said. 
“That growth continues based on lives 
saved and families who reconnected at 
these events. In 20 years, this program 
has touched veterans and their families 
like no other program.”

HEALING IN THE MOUNTAINS
One veteran from that first group 

of seven is Army Staff Sergeant Heath 
Calhoun (Ret.). Calhoun attended the 
inaugural Winter Program in 2004 
just months after he had lost both 
legs in Iraq when he was hit with a 

grenade while serving in the 101st 
Airborne Division in 2003. On the 
last night of the program, he had this 
to say to Jensen.

“I don’t know why you did this for 
us, but you changed my life,” Calhoun 
said. 

That comment struck a chord with 
Jensen and the Vail Veterans Program 
went from being a one-time event to 
something Jensen knew she had to 
continue.

“Through tears, I realized the im-
portance of what we had created,” 
Jensen said.

Calhoun was back this week for the 
20th anniversary of the Vail Veterans 
Program and spoke about his com-
ments to Jensen.

“She remembers it way better than 

I do. This was 20 years ago and I was 
just a young, dumb kid at the time, 
but she was planning on this being 
one-and-done but the need was just 
growing at that time, and when she 
realized it was life-changing to others, 
she understood that it needed to hap-
pen again,” Calhoun said. “There’s a 
lot of healing in sports. This is a great 
program, a great idea and it does 
change lives.”

Calhoun went on to join the U.S. 
Paralympic Ski Team and competed in 
the 2010 Winter Olympics in Van-
couver, Canada, and the 2014 Winter 
Olympics in Sochi, Russia, and won a 
silver medal for the team. Jensen went 
to Canada to cheer him on.

Founder of the Vail Veterans Program Cheryl Jensen, in red ski pants kneeling in the front row, takes a group photo 
with program participants, local veterans and adaptive instructors from the Vail Ski and Snowboard School on Vail 
Mountain.
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(970) 476-7676
theredlion.com
(970) 476 7676

Johnny Schleper
4-6pm & 9-11pm

LIVELIVE MUSICMUSIC

AWESOMEAWESOME
BURGERSBURGERS

&&
COLD DRAFTCOLD DRAFT

BEERSBEERS
&&

WORLD FAMOUSWORLD FAMOUS
NACHOSNACHOS

AXEL’S OUTPOST

SALE!

. . . . . . . . . .
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. . . . . . . . . .

END OF THE SEASON BLOWOUT

40-60% Off MEN’S & Women’s Italian SHEARLINGS, LEATHERS
CASHMERE/WOOL OUTERWEAR, DENIM, & SO MUCH MORE!

Thursday, March 7th - Sunday, March 10th • 10am-6pm

100 E. Meadow Drive, Vail, CO, 81657
www.axelsoutpost.com



’IT COMES FULL CIRCLE’
Another veteran who benefited from 

the Vail Veterans Program is Army 
Col. Greg Gadson (Ret.). He came out 
for the summer program after losing 
both his legs in an IED attack in Iraq 
in 2007. He is now one of the Vail Vet-
erans Program’s ambassadors.

“The power of the mountain is 
what’s so special about this program 
and also Cheryl’s vision to involve 
the whole community. Cheryl and 
her husband Bill epitomize selfless-
ness and they have mobilized the 
patriotism, will and generosity of a 
community to help those who de-
fend this nation heal,” Gadson said. 
“Vail’s roots are here with the 10th 
Mountain Division and I’m extreme-
ly proud of that because those men 
of the 10th Mountain Division went 
over there and served their country 
and they came back and could have 
never imagined what they creat-
ed, so it is only fitting that a place 
created and envisioned by veterans 
is now helping veterans and families 
heal. It comes full circle.”

After two decades the Vail Veter-
ans Program not only offers winter 
outdoor sports programming but 
also summer outdoor programs, 
military caregiver programs, family 
support programs and more. 

“My most profound takeaway from 
two decades of programming for 
wounded service members is the 
indomitable spirit and resilience 
that veterans exhibit in the face of 
adversity,” Jensen said. “I have seen 
firsthand the unwavering courage, 

determination and inner strength it 
takes for them to try to accept and 
begin to overcome their physical and 
invisible wounds.”  

Rozelle recalls that when he was a 
newly injured veteran, outdoor pro-
gramming seemed intimidating. 

“Within a few months of inju-
ry, you’re being carted off to the 
mountains. Getting around town 
and into a hotel room seems difficult 

as you learn how to adapt outside 
the hospital. But when you get on 
the snow, you don’t feel crippled 
anymore. There is a freedom in ski-
ing that cannot be replaced by any 
other physical activity. You go from 
a wheelchair or crutches and you 
learn to fly.”

To learn about how you can sup-
port the Vail Veterans Program, go 
to VailVeteransProgram.org.
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LOCATED IN EDWARDS
(970) 569-7429 | SHAWCANCERCENTER.ORG

outstanding
——— achievement ———

COMMISSION ON
CANCER AWARD

by the American College
of Surgeons

Patients travel from around Colorado and beyond
to receive the unique, personalized care Shaw
offers in the healing setting of the Rocky Mountains.
Our knowledgeable doctors and top-of-the-line
equipment help cure cancer.
But it’s the rest of the care—courtesy of dietitians,
exercise physiologists, genetic counselor, nurse
navigator and a complimentary 12-room cancer
caring house in a stunning setting—that helps our
patients survive and thrive.

THE PERFECT SETTING
TO CONQUER CANCER

——— gold award ———
COMMISSION ON

CANCER ACCREDITATION
by the American College

of Surgeons

——— award ———
BREAST IMAGING CENTER

OF EXCELLENCE
by the American College

of Radiology

——— award ———
QUALITY ONCOLOGY PRACTICE

INITIATIVE CERTIFICATION
by the American Society
of Clinical Oncology

House of Chakras

Spiritual Counselor

Call for an appointmentCall for an appointment

(970) 787–0797(970) 787–0797
Psychicofhealing@gmail.comPsychicofhealing@gmail.com
www.psychicofcolorado.comwww.psychicofcolorado.com

Psychic readings
Chakra cleansing
Tarot readings

Chakra balancing

Happy

St. Pat
rick's

Day!

om

alancing


